




The Believer’s Education

Colossians 2:1-7
Introduction:

Paul is continuing the subject of chapter one. In verse 29 he speaks of “striving” “ἀγωνιζόμενος” (striving) in his labor for them. In 2:1 he uses the noun form of the same word ἀγῶνα, translated in NKJV as “conflict”.
I. Paul’s Wish – 2:1-3
A. The Content of the Wish – 2:1a
“For I want you to know ﻿how great a ﻿struggle I have”
Paul was not bragging about how much he suffered. He wanted them to know of his love and concern for them and the seriousness of the heresy that the Gnostics were teaching.
B. The People of the Wish - 

“for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face in the flesh,”
These were the people of the Lycus valley in Asia Minor.
1. The People of Colosse
“You” refers to them. This letter is going to them.
2. The People of Laodicea. 

Paul is writing another letter to Laodicea. He wants both congregations to read both letters.
Col. 4:16
“Now when ﻿﻿this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”
This “Laodicean letter” may be the letter to the Ephesians, which was written about that time, and sent to the same general vicinity. 

3. The People of Heiropolis 
“As many as have not seen my face” does not refer to all believers of all time. It does refer to most of those who will read these letters.
C. The Reason for the Wish – 1:2a
“that their hearts may be encouraged,”
He does not say that they may be healthy, and wealthy, and rich, and great, and prosperous; but that their hearts may be encouraged.
They are being pressured to add something to their free salvation. The Gnostics did not tell them that Jesus was wrong, He was just not enough. They had wisdom and knowledge that went beyond what Paul had taught about Jesus.
1. Prerequisite: that their Hearts may be Knit Together – 2:2b
“having been ﻿knit together in love,”
συμβιβασθέντες – “being knit together” is an aorist participle which indicates that this is the first step in the process of their education. Paul may be saying that their hearts have already been knit together. Love has made them one body and now a common enemy threatens them.
In any case, coming together in love is the first step. In this process, they are going to be encouraged.
2. Sub-Purpose: that they may be Enabled to Use All the Riches of Full Assurance of Understanding – 2:2c
“to use all the riches of full assurance of understanding,”
The idea is not encouragement for acquiring the riches, but for using it against the Judaizers at this time in order to defeat their philosophy v. 8 and their “show of wisdom.” v.23 
3. Final-Purpose: That they get to Know the Mystery – 2:2d
“and the knowledge of ﻿God’s mystery”
a. Who it is
“which is Christ,” {“﻿both of the Father and of”} are not in the older MMS. 
Paul is not saying that the mystery belongs to the Father and Christ. The point of the verse is that the mystery is Christ. (See 1:27)
b. What He offers – 2:3
﻿
“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Knowledge applies to apprehension of truth.

Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge to the best advantage. The Bible uses wisdom in three ways:
i. Wisdom given to Paul and his fellow workers.
ii. Pretended wisdom of the false teachers.
iii. The wisdom of God.
It reconciles the irreconcilable. 

a. Jew and Gentile in one body.
b. His justice which demands the death of the sinner and His love which requires the sinner’s salvation.
Psalm 85:10
“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
c. By the fall of carnal Israel, He has brought salvation to the Gentiles and to provoke Israel to jealousy so that all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:25-26).
Paul’s response to all of this is:
﻿
Romans 11:33﻿
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!”
That wisdom and knowledge is available in the mystery – who is Christ.
II. Paul’s Advice – 2:4
“I say this, ‘No one is to try to cheat you with plausible arguments.” 

The Judaizers followed Paul and his associates and tried to add their philosophy to the gospel. That has been the pattern of all cults throughout the history of the Church. It hasn’t stopped and will not stop in the 21st century.
Watch out for the plausible arguments: We honor all religions – no!

According to our country’s constitution, we honor their right to believe what they desire. But, they do not have the right to change what the Bible teaches. We have the inspired Word of God which tells us that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. And no one comes to the Father but by Him – By Grace through faith, plus not one thing.
III. Paul’s Assurance – 2:5
A. His Location – 2:5a
1. Paul is Absent in the Flesh – 
“For ﻿though I am absent in body”
Paul could not be with them. He was in prison in Rome. But Paul did not give up. He was still being used by the Lord as the apostle to the Gentiles.
2. Paul is Present in Spirit – 
“yet I am with you in spirit,”
That did not stop him from praying for them and sending them the Word that God revealed to him for their encouragement and growth in Christ.
B. His Observation – 2:5b
1. Their Good Order

“rejoicing to see your ﻿good order”
His observation of them was through the eyes of Epaphras. He learned of their good order – the good order of their stand against this assault against the Word from Paul that had been preached by Epaphras. Their ranks had not been broken. Paul is not hurrying to a church that has been thrown into disorder as was the case in Corinth.
Nor were they like the church in Galatia. ﻿“I marvel that you are turning away so soon ﻿﻿from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,” (Gal. 1:6)
That is why Paul could rejoice in his “observation”.
2. The Firmness of their Faith – 2:5c
﻿
“the firmness of your faith in Christ.”
The firmness of faith is the reason for their good order. They still believed the gospel of their salvation. They had been taught that salvation was a gift. No works were necessary. So, when some says, “these works are necessary.” They simply say, “No works are necessary!”
IV. Paul’s Admonition: Continue to Walk in Christ – 2:6-7
A. The Measure of the Walk – 2:6
“just as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live in Him.”
Paul is able to them to keep on doing what you are doing. Unlike his word to the Corinthians:
2 Corinthians 11:3-4;

“But I fear, lest somehow, as ﻿﻿the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds ﻿﻿may be corrupted from the ﻿﻿simplicity that is in Christ. For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a ﻿﻿different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!”
Or to the Galatians
Galatians 1:6
“I marvel that you are turning away so soon ﻿﻿from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,”
B. The Manner of the Walk – 2:7
“rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding ﻿﻿in it with thanksgiving.”
These participles indicate the idea of “more and more” They are also passive – they did not do this for themselves. By their faith they did allow God the Spirit to do it.
1. Rooted in Him - ἐρριζωμένοι
The tap root of s tree goes down – more and more
2. Built up in Him - ἐποικοδομούμενοι
A building goes up more and more. Again, by the master builder.
3. Established in the Faith - βεβαιούμενοι 
This is a result of the first two participles. “Faith” is a reference to the Word of God. Being rooted and built up result in confirmation in the doctrine we hold.
4. Abounding in Thanksgiving - περισσεύοντες
This final word is an active voice. Abounding in thanksgiving is something we do. We are to be thankful for all that the Lord has given us and for all the experiences that lead up to where we are at the present time.
Conclusion:

